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Proposals at Philbrook 

Thank you for thinking of Philbrook Museum of Art for your special moment! For 

proposals that do not involve any photography, you can purchase General 

Admission tickets on our website or in person at the museum. Pop the question in a 

garden or gallery of your choice—if your plan involves just the two of you, no time 

restrictions or further planning is required! If any family or friends would like to join you 

afterwards, they may purchase General Admission tickets to access the gardens.  

 

For all proposals planned with a photographer, we have two options: 

1. Open-Hour Proposal ($75, 1-hour, available Wednesday-Sunday during museum 

business hours) 

• Our most popular proposal option! 

• Open-Hour photography sessions for proposals are scheduled from Wednesday to 

Sunday from 10am-11am to 3pm-4pm (except Fridays, last offered spot is 6pm-7pm) 

• Open-Hour photography permits give you one hour of non-exclusive access to the 

gardens for your proposal & ensuing photography session: 

o Please note, since the museum is open to all visitors during Open-Hour sessions, we 

do not guarantee exclusive access to a space of your choice. 

• To maintain the element of surprise, we recommend: 

o You complete the $50 payment for your session beforehand via phone with a 

member of our Guest Experience sales team. 

o Upon completion of payment, our team will issue some e-tickets (that resemble our 

General Admission tickets in appearance) to be sent to your email address; these 

tickets can be used to check in with our team without giving away the purpose of 

your visit. 

o Your photographer checks in 10-15 minutes before you plan to arrive with your 

partner. 

• All our Open-Hour proposal fees ($50) include access to the gardens for you, your 

partner, and your photographer.  

o Any friends or family hoping to be present for the proposal must check in alongside 

your photographer. We do not permit more than 5 non-participating visitors for an 

Open-Hour proposal session. 
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o Any friends and family hoping to join you after the proposal will be required to 

purchase a General Admission ticket to access the gardens. 

o All groups are capped at 8 people (including the photographer and couple) 

• What’s Permitted: (1) photographer with limited camera equipment, no props (ring 

only). 

• We try our best to avoid overlapping photography sessions when scheduling a 

proposal, so often our availability will be varied based on other scheduled sessions. We 

appreciate your patience! 

 

2. After-Hours Proposal ($300, 2 hours, available Wednesday to Sunday before and after 

museum business hours) 

• Our After-Hours sessions provide unmatched privacy for your proposal! 

• After-Hours sessions are scheduled from Wednesday to Sunday for before the museum 

opens to public (7am-9am) or after the museum closes (5pm-7pm, 6pm-8pm) 

• After-Hours sessions provide access to the gardens only for you, your partner, and your 

photography team. No witnesses, hair stylists, make-up artists are permitted in the 

gardens for the duration of your photography session. Any non-participating friends or 

family are strictly not allowed on museum grounds during an After-Hours session. For a 

proposal with a larger audience or celebration, please consider our Open-Hour 

option.  

• After-Hours permits give you up to 2 hours of private access to the gardens for your 

proposal and photography session. 

o Please note, since the museum (including our usual entrances for visitors) is closed 

during the hours of the After-Hour proposal sessions, you will be entering through an 

allocated gate in our lower parking lot. Sometimes, this tips off the person being 

surprised by the proposal! 

• What’s Permitted: (1) photographer with equipment (tripods, lighting, reflecting 

screens, etc.); (1) self-provided music via Bluetooth speaker; (1) hand-held prop 

(flower bouquet, small bunch of balloons). 

o No setup is permitted in the gardens. This includes, but is not limited to, marquee 

lights, flower petals, light-up letters, extensive floral arrangements, banners, drones, 

musicians, and scavenger hunts. 

• We schedule our After-Hours proposal sessions as stand-alone sessions to ensure your 

privacy; as a result, there may be limited availability on our calendar compared to 

other sessions (family photos, senior pictures, etc.) We appreciate your patience! 
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When scheduling a Proposal session, please be sure to:  

• Mention to our team you are booking a photography session for a proposal in your 

initial inquiry—this will allow us to give you accurate availability for a proposal in the 

gardens.   

• Read through our policy on props! We do not want to interfere with your plans, but if 

you are in violation of our policy on props, our staff will ask you to make the changes 

needed to your props. If in doubt, please contact photo@philbrook.org with your plan 

regarding props and we can confirm your plans. 

• (for Open-Hour proposal sessions) Inform any friends and family with plans to join you 

that they will be required to purchase a General Admission ticket to access the 

gardens.  
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